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Isaiah (August 24) 
 

Isaiah 

With one hand, she slips the ivory comb through her black wavy hair. Over her head and neck, she lowers a delicate 

necklace, which suspends a small silver scroll, the gift of her father, a priest. Inside is inscribed the benediction he 

pronounces over the people at the temple on Mount Zion, including the sacred name of Yahweh. As she rises to 

leave, she adds one more item: a second necklace, heavy with beads. At its center hangs an amulet in the figure of 

Bes, a troll-like Egyptian god of good luck. 

 

Isaiah records the longest list of clothing and accessories in all of Scripture, which he cites as evidence of Judah’s 

affluence, idolatry, and growing indifference to God’s word. As a Jerusalem insider, with access to the king’s court, 

Isaiah saw firsthand the extravagance, injustice, and spiritual failure of Judah’s leaders. He would witness the lean 

years during the siege by the Assyrians. He would prophesy Judah’s downfall to the Babylonians. He would see the 

daughters of Zion in chains but then set free, worshiping the Lord with those who had formerly oppressed them. 

 

Author 

Isaiah son of Amoz is often thought of as the greatest of the writing prophets. He was a contemporary of Amos, 

Hosea, and Micah, beginning his ministry in 740 BC, the year King Uzziah died. According to an unsubstantiated 

Jewish tradition, he was sawed in half during the reign of Manassseh. He probably spent most of his life in 

Jerusalem, enjoying his greatest influence under King Uzziah. Many scholars today challenge the claim that Isaiah 

wrote the entire book that bears his name. The structure of Isaiah argues for its unity, however; chapters 36-39 

constitute a historical interlude, which concludes chapters 1-25 and introduces chapters 40-66. 

 

Background 

Isaiah wrote during the stormy period marking the expansion of the Assyrian empire and the decline of Israel. In 701 

BC, King Sennacherib of Assyria threatened Jerusalem itself. The godly King Hezekiah prayed earnestly, and Isaiah 

predicted that God would force the Assyrians to withdraw from the city. Nevertheless, Isaiah warned Judah that her 

sin would bring captivity at the hands of Babylon. Although the fall of Jerusalem would not occur until 586 BC, 

Isaiah foresees the demise of Judah and proceeds to predict the restoration of the people from captivity. 

 

Literary Features 

Isaiah contains both prose and poetry; the beauty of its poetry is unsurpassed in the Old Testament. The main prose 

material is found in chapters 36-39, the historical interlude that unites the two parts of the book. The poetic material 

includes a series of oracles in chapters 13-23, an apocalyptic section stressing the last days in chapters 24-27, and 

hymns of praise in chapters 12 and 38. The poetry is indeed rich and varied, as is the prophet’s vocabulary. 

 

Isaiah often alludes to earlier events in Israel’s history, especially the exodus from Egypt. Several times Isaiah draws 

upon the song of Moses. Isaiah, like Moses, called the nation to repentance and to faith in a holy, all-powerful God. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

No other Old Testament prophet is quoted as often in the New Testament as the prophet Isaiah. This is due to the 

breadth of topics he covered and to his frequent descriptions of the coming Messiah and his kingdom, which find 

fulfillment in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Isaiah prophesies so often about the coming Messiah 

that some commentators have called his prophecy the “Fifth Gospel.” 

 

Read Isaiah for his pointed declarations of God’s law and also for his beautiful words of comfort, to which he 

always returns.  


